
	
   
 
 
12 May 2020  
 
 
The Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP  
Premier of New South Wales 
Minister for the Arts 
Parliament House  
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
 
 
Dear Premier 
  
Thank you for the excellent leadership your government has shown to quickly and decisively act to 
limit the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic in New South Wales.  
 
In line with government Covid-19 policy, Australian Design Centre (ADC) responded to the unfolding 
situation by cancelling all scheduled events from early in March. We closed the Centre entirely from 
23 March postponing scheduled exhibitions and closing our retail shop which caused flow on 
disruption to the livelihoods of the many designers and makers who rely on income from our 
activities, and disappointment for the community who regularly attends the many events and 
exhibitions that we present.  
 
It’s our firm belief that design in all its facets, from education to craft makers to creative industries, 
will be crucial to Australia’s post Covid-19 recovery.  As you have said we need to be more self 
reliant with a growth in local innovation stimulating local industry.  Design is key to that innovation 
and we are keen to support you in this.  
 
Established in 1964 ADC is one of the most highly respected and longest running centres in 
Australia specifically focussed on contemporary craft and design. We are based in Darlinghurst with 
a national remit through our acclaimed touring program ADC On Tour. We support more than 1000 
creative practitioners annually across our exhibition, event, retail, festival, digital and learning 
programs. We have presented much of our work across the State for more than 20 years in our 
acclaimed national exhibition touring program bringing contemporary design and creativity to 
regional audiences.   
 
We recognise that you have difficult decisions to make at a time when the world is in turmoil and we 
are all dealing with the uncertainty that this entails. In recovery emerging and established designers 
will look to organisations like the Australian Design Centre to provide confidence and stability and to 
facilitate the ongoing development and enhancement of Australia’s creative culture and the 
economy. 
 
We thank the NSW Government for the short term generic financial assistance available to eligible 
small organisations. This will go some way towards ameliorating the current situation but given the 
casual and unpredictable nature of artists’ work we believe that a more sustainable solution is 
urgently required if we are to work with you to re-establish our economy and the place of NSW as 
the design and creative driver of Australia 
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By increasing the level of funding we receive through Create NSW we will immediately be able to 
employ more people and support more NSW designers and makers across our programs.  Skilled 
designers and makers will be crucial to our growth in home-grown innovation as the economy 
recovers.  We want to be in a position to assist you, as both Arts Minister and Premier, and to do 
that we need stable ongoing funding.   
 
We look forward to hearing from you to understand how we may work together to enable the 
creative sector to recover and assist community recovery in the months and years ahead. Once we 
are able to re-start our public events we would like to be able to welcome you to the Centre in 
person. 
 
Please find enclosed a copy of our 2019 Annual Report of activities and our 2020 program.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 

 
 
 
Elizabeth Espinosa, GAICD     Lisa Cahill  
Chair        CEO and Artistic Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 


